
Boundary Commission for Scotland 

BSM2021/05 

Minutes of Meeting held by video conference at 10am on 19 July 2021. 
 
Present 

The Hon Lord Matthews, Deputy Chair 
Dr Sue Walker, Commissioner 
Professor Ailsa Henderson, Commissioner 
Mr Dominic Cuthbert, Ordnance Survey, Assessor 
 
Isabel Drummond-Murray, Secretary 
Colin Wilson 
Douglas Campbell 
David Logue 
 
Apologies 
Mr Paul Lowe, National Records for Scotland, Assessor  
 
Minutes of previous meeting 
1. The Commission approved the minutes of the meeting on 17 May 2021 without 

amendment. 
 

Matters Arising 
2. Laurence Rockey and Ross Finnie were not able to attend the beginning of the 

Commission’s meeting as previously planned. The Secretary advised the 
Commission that she will liaise with the OSSS to arrange an alternative date. 
 

3. The Secretary advised the Commission that she would contact National Records of 
Scotland (NRS) to discuss representation from NRS at future Commission 
meetings. 
 

Business Update 
4. The Secretary advised the Commission that Boundaries Scotland has now 

submitted its Islands Reviews to Scottish Ministers and that the Secretariat’s main 
focus will now be on the 2023 Review. 
 

5. The Secretary advised the Commission that Scottish Government civil servants are 
expected to begin a phased return to offices from August. The Secretariat will 
meet  the Commission’s landlords, the Scottish Legal Aid Board (SLAB), to consider 
arrangements for the Secretariat to return to the office at Thistle House.  The 
Commission noted that for the time being they were content to continue meeting 
virtually. 
 

2023 Review (oral update) 
6. The Secretary noted the meeting with representatives of Scottish political parties 

to discuss the 2023 Review had taken place. The political parties were keen that 
the public consultation on the Commission’s initial proposals should take place 
after the political conference season, and that if possible that public hearings 
during the secondary public consultation should not take place at the same time 
as those scheduled by the other Commissions.  
 

7. The Secretariat advised that it was provisionally planning for the public 
consultation on the initial proposals, which would last 8 weeks, to commence in 
the week beginning 10 October. The Commission were content with this timing. 
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8. The Secretariat also advised that it was continuing to work with Informed Solutions 
on the consultation portal in preparation for the public consultations. 
 

2023 Review: Constituency considerations for Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, 
Argyll & Bute, Highland and Moray council areas (Paper 2021/14) 
 
9. Dr Walker declared an interest in this paper as she resides within this council 

area grouping. 
 

10. The Commission discussed the two options presented in Paper 2021/14.  
 

11. The Commission considered that both Options provided a strong set of 
constituencies, but preferred Option 1, a revised version of Option 1 in Paper 
2021/12 which had been presented at the last meeting. The Commission noted 
that while Option 1 and Option 2 now both retain Inverness and Culloden in the 
same constituency, Option 1 was more likely to avoid breaking local ties than 
Option 2 by including Fort William, Caol and Corpach in the same constituency.  
Option 1, unlike Option 2, does not create a constituency which crosses the 
boundary between Aberdeen City council area and Aberdeenshire council area in 
the southwest of Aberdeen. Option 1 also retains the existing West 
Aberdeenshire and Kincardine constituency, thus retaining a recognised 
boundary. 
 

12. The Commission provisionally agreed to adopt Option 1 as its initial proposals 
for public consultation, subject to satisfactory constituencies being designed in 
other groupings. 
 

2023 Review: Constituency considerations for Glasgow City, Inverclyde and 
Renfrewshire council areas (Paper 2021/15) 

 
13. The Commission discussed the three options presented in Paper 2021/15.   

 
14. The Commission preferred Option 1’s boundaries in Inverclyde and Renfrewshire 

to those in Options 2 and 3, noting the similarity of the proposed Renfrew South 
constituency to the existing Paisley and Renfrewshire South constituency, and the 
unusual shape of the proposed Renfrew East constituency in Option 3.  
 

15. The Commission noted that Option 1 provided the possibility of avoiding division 
of Bearsden or Milngavie in the neighbouring constituency grouping, discussed in 
Paper 2021/16 below, by including a part of the Yoker area of Glasgow in a 
constituency with West Dunbartonshire council area.  
 

16. The Commission noted the shape of the proposed Glasgow West and Glasgow 
North West constituencies in Option 1 and Option 2 respectively. The Commission 
preferred the equivalent Glasgow North West constituency in Option 3. 
 

17. The Commission asked the Secretariat to present revised options at its next 
meeting, which would incorporate Option 1’s proposed constituencies in 
Inverclyde and Renfrewshire, but with revised boundaries within Glasgow. The 
Commission asked that the boundaries within Glasgow follow existing boundaries 
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where possible, as well as incorporating part of Yoker in a constituency with West 
Dunbartonshire to avoid the division of Bearsden or Milngavie in the neighbouring 
constituency grouping. 
 

2023 Review: Constituency considerations for Dumfries and Galloway, East 
Dunbartonshire, North Lanarkshire, South Lanarkshire, Scottish Borders and 
West Dunbartonshire council areas (Paper 2021/16) 

 
18. The Commission discussed the three options presented in Paper 2021/16. 

 
19. The Commission considered that Option 3 would break local ties by dividing 

several towns, and chose to discount it as inferior to Option 1 and Option 2. 
 

20. The Commission noted that Option 1 may break local ties by internally dividing 
the towns of Dumfries (between the Dumfries and Galloway and Berwickshire, 
Roxburgh and Selkirk constituencies) and Milngavie (between the East 
Dunbartonshire and West Dunbartonshire constituencies), whereas Option 2 
would internally divide Airdrie (between the Bellshill and Airdrie and Coatbridge 
constituencies) and Motherwell (between the Bellshill and East Lanarkshire 
constituencies). The Commission noted that retaining the existing Dumfries and 
Galloway, and Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk constituencies in Option 1 
would result in Dumfries being split between constituencies. 
 

21. The Commission recalled that during the 2018 Review there was opposition to a 
constituency boundary which divided Heathhall and Locharbriggs from Dumfries. 
Options 1 and 2 both place Heathhall and Locharbriggs in a constituency with 
Dumfries.  
 

22. The Commission preferred Option 2 because it avoided the division of Milngavie 
and Dumfries and could be linked with the constituency grouping of Glasgow City, 
Inverclyde and Renfrewshire council areas, as discussed above in relation to Paper 
2021/15. 
 

23. The Commission asked the Secretariat to present a revised Option 2 at its next 
meeting which re-considered the proposed boundaries by Airdrie and Motherwell. 
 

2023 Review: Constituency considerations for Angus, Clackmannanshire, 
Dundee City, Falkirk, Fife, Perth and Kinross, Stirling and West Lothian Council 
areas (Paper 2021/17) 

 
24. The Commission discussed the three options presented in Paper 2021/17.  

 
25. The Commission noted that the three constituencies covering Angus, Dundee and 

East Perthshire presented in each option cover the same area, and can be 
considered independently of the other constituencies in each option.  
 

26.  The Commission preferred Option 1 to the other options, apart from the three 
constituencies covering Angus, Dundee and East Perthshire, due to it not requiring 
the division of Falkirk, Stirling or Livingston between constituencies. 
 

27. In regard to Angus, Dundee and East Perthshire, the Commission wished if 
possible to avoid proposing a constituency which would contain parts of three 
council areas, noting that the proposed Dundee West constituencies in Option 1 
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and Option 2 both contain parts of Angus, Dundee City, and Perth and Kinross 
council areas.  
 

28.  The Commission asked the Secretariat to present new options at its next meeting 
based on Option 1, but with alternative constituencies in the Angus, Dundee and 
East Perthshire area, including a constituency which includes some or all of East 
Perthshire in a Perthshire constituency. 
 

2023 Review: Policies and Procedures Booklet (Paper 2021/18) 
29. The Commission agreed the Policies and Procedures booklet subject to minor 

changes. The Commission agreed that it would seek legal advice on the policies 
and procedures booklet to make certain that it accurately reflected legislative 
changes introduced since the 2018 Review, and asked the Secretariat to arrange 
this. 

 
Annual Report 2020-21 (Paper 2021/19) 
30. The Commission agreed the Annual Report, subject to minor changes. 
 
Finance update (Paper 2021/20) 
31. The Commission noted the finance update. 
 
Future meetings (oral update) 
32. The next meeting is on 23 August 2021. The Commission asked the Secretariat to 

arrange a further meeting in the second half of September. 
 
 

 
Secretariat 
July 2021 
 


