Boundary Commission for Scotland

BCS Paper 2018/21

Finance Update

For Information

2017-18

1. A Finance Update table is at Appendix A. The Commission is invited to note its
end of year financial position for the year 2017-18.

2. The budget totals amount to £300,000, though the Commission’s allocation
from the Scotland Office was £400,000. The Commission notified the Scotland
Office of an expected underspend of £100,000 during the year.

3. Changes to the assessment of VAT during the vyear, as a result of the
Commission’s use of Secretariat staff provided by the Scottish Government,
added 20% to the anticipated staff costs, causing expenditure on staff costs to
be higher than budgeted. The Secretariat expects to have further discussions on
the treatment of VAT as a result of the shared-Secretariat arrangement with the
LGBCS, which may result in changes to the Commission’s future costs.

4. The underspend on Administration costs is chiefly due to the spending less than
anticipated on refreshing the website. This is now expected to be completed in
summer 2018.

2018-19

5. A breakdown of the initial forecast for 2018-19 is shown in Appendix B. These
costs are the same as those shown in Appendix A of BCS 2018_11 presented at
the Commission meeting of 12 March 2018, with the exception of
Administration costs which increase by £3,000 to cover the cost of the
videoconferencing camera, which could not be obtained until this financial year.

6. The Corporate Plan has been submitted to the Scotland Office for any comments,
and the Secretariat is awaiting a letter of allocation.

7. The higher forecasts for Administration costs in the early months of the year, as
well as including the cost of the videoconferencing camera, reflect the
anticipated completion of the website refresh, as discussed above.

8. The Review Costs reflect the on-going cost of maintenance of the consultation
portal, as well as provision for the cost of printing final reports.

Secretariat
April 2018
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