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Finance Update 
 
 

For Information 

 

1. A Finance Update table is at Appendix A. The Commission is invited to note its 
financial position. 
 

2. The overall forecast is c. £1,100 higher than that shown in BCS Paper 2018/23 at 
the meeting of 25 June 2018. This is due to: a reduction in anticipated staff 
costs of c. £1,600 following implementation of the Scottish Government’s pay 
settlement in June; a reduction of c. £2,000 in anticipated commissioner fees 
and expenses due to lower claims than budgeted for; a net increase in 
administration costs of c. £1,400; a reduction in travel and subsistence costs of 
c. £1,400 and an increase in review costs of c. £4,600 largely due higher than 
anticipated costs in publishing the final report. 
 

3. The changes to the administration forecast include the transfer of £1,000 from 
the travel and subsistence budget to pay for costs relating to the UK 
Commissions meeting in Edinburgh and an additional £5000 to pay for new  
doors to the secretariat’s office providing better security and improved 
accessibility. These costs are partially offset by a reduction of c. £3,600 in 
anticipated training costs, and reduction in the forecast for stationery and 
miscellaneous expenditure, taking into account expenditure so far this year, and 
likely future expenditure. 
 

4. The Commission may wish to note that the higher administration costs for 
October include payment for use of the Scottish Government’s computer systems 
and website refresh costs. The higher administration costs in December include 
the costs of new doors, plus website refresh costs and a reserve for additional 
computing equipment or software if required. The Commission may also wish to 
note that the review costs in October contain the payment for the consultation 
portal, as well as the costs of publishing the final report. 
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152,899 100
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155,140 39

Notes
* Spend for April - September is actual expenditure. October - March totals are forecasts.
* Unallocated is the difference between amount allocated by sponsor department and forecast spending in the Corporate Plan
* All staff costs increased by 20% to cover VAT
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