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A finance update table is at Appendix A. The Commission is invited to note its financial 
position.

1.

The overall forecast is c. £8,800 higher than the amount budgeted in the Corporate Plan. 
This is largely due to an increase in the staff costs forecast which has increased due to: 
the higher than forecast Scottish Government pay settlement; changes to superannuation 
in the new financial year; and recent staff changes.

2.

The forecast for accommodation is approximately £1,500 lower than previously forecast 
due to revised rent estimates from our landlord.

3.

 Administration costs are approximately £1,100 higher than forecast in the chiefly due to 
the additional cost of the secretariat changing its webserver provider.

4.

 The Commission has received a letter of allocation from the Office of the Secretary of 
State for Scotland advising that it has been allocated a budget of £400,000 for 2019-20. 
The budget shown in Appendix A, however, is that shown in the 2019-22 Corporate Plan, 
as published on the Commission’s website; apart from c. £5,000 moved from the 
Administration heading to the Staff Costs heading as lower than anticipated costs on the 
website refresh project partially offset anticipated increases in Staff Costs.

5.

The Secretariat is monitoring the cost of staffing throughout the year, bearing in mind the 
agreed 50/50 division of all staff costs with the Local Government Boundary Commission 
for Scotland. This arrangement simplifies administration for the secretariat, and assumes 
a rough equivalence in secretariat workload of the two commissions over a period of time. 
The Commission may wish to consider whether some staff costs should in future be 
attributed more to one commission than the other at times when one commission is 
significantly busier. 

6.
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Notes
* April - May totals are actuals. June - March are forecasts.
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