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For Information 

 

1. A finance update table is at Appendix A. The Commission is invited to note its 
financial position as of 25 March 2021. 
 

2. The Secretariat has kept the Office of the Secretary of State for Scotland (OSSS) 
informed of the Commission’s expected expenditure throughout the year. The 
Commission had been allocated a budget of £408,000 for 2020-21. On 
25 November 2020 OSSS advised the Secretariat that that it had reduced the 
allocation to £300,000 in light of the expected expenditure. The budget shown is 
as set out in the Corporate Plan 2020-23.  
 

3. The overall forecast has fallen by £10,900 compared to that shown in BCS Paper 
2021/04 at the Commission’s meeting of 8 March 2021. This is chiefly due to 
savings of £6,000 Review Costs, which was mainly provision for legal advice, as 
well as savings on Administration costs and Commissioners’ Fees. 
 

4. A preliminary breakdown of the forecast for the year ahead is shown in Appendix 
B. The budget is based on the figures in the 2021-24 Corporate Plan. At the time 
of writing, the BCS has not yet received a letter of allocation for 2021-24 from the 
Office of the Secretary of State for Scotland. A revised breakdown of the forecast 
will be provided once OSSS have confirmed the allocation. 
 

5. The forecast Review Costs are significantly lower than budgeted for in the 
Corporate Plan due to costs for the shared consultation portal agreement between 
the Commission and its counterparts being significantly lower than budgeted. The 
Secretariat has still to confirm the timing of payments to the Boundary 
Commission for England, so some further costs which the Secretariat has 
provisionally budgeted for in 2022-23 may yet be included in 2021-22. 
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